CHAPTER   XIII

BELGIUM (ROYAUME DE BELGIQUE)

THAT a tiny section of the continent, which is slightly smaller than the
State of Maryland, should be known both as "The Battleground of
Europe" and "the Workshop of Europe" indicates its tremendous
historical and economic importance. Through its fertile valleys the
armies of its powerful neighbors have marched and countermarched,
and have frequently laid waste its prosperous cities. In spite of these
numerous interruptions, the able and energetic Belgians have built
an industrial establishment which compares favorably with those pos-
sessed by most of the great nations of the world. Today a vast stream
of finished products flows from its factories to every portion, of the
earth, while into its ports come foods and raw materials from every
continent. Not satisfied with their accomplishments at home, its sons
have gone overseas and have aided in building great industries in
other lands.

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

Due to its strategic location, Belgium has had a most varied history.
The Romans controlled it for some 500 years. In the ninth century
it was split up into various duchies and counties. Eventually it was
conquered by Spain and became a portion of the "Spanish Nether-
lands." It then passed under the control of Austria and was later
incorporated in revolutionary France. Following the fall of Napoleon
it merged with the Dutch provinces to form "The Kingdom of the
Netherlands." National independence was not achieved until 1831,
when it separated from the Netherlands and was recognized as ,an
independent, neutral state. Its experience during the World War shows
that, in spite of its neutrality, its position is not secure if its powerful
neighbors resort to war.

POPULATION

The Belgians are- mixed as regards both race and culture. At the
time of the Roman invasion this region was occuoied bv the Belra. a